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On the Preservation of Life and Property

Driven by the catastrophic power of a greater than twenty-million-dollar financial loss,
the aftermath of the VCU dormitory fire has been an exercise in blame-seeking. Whether or not
the building as planned was in compliance with the technicalities of established building codes,
the building did not burn to the ground in twenty-five minutes because it was out of compliance.
It burned to the ground in twenty-five minutes because it was made principally of materials
eager to burn, and a flame worked itself into the wrong place at the wrong time. In the words of
Mark Holmberg of the Richmond Times-Dispatch, “the walls were made of fuel.” At the end of
the day, all that remained were the masonry stairwells and the concrete first floor.

Much has been said about the hypothetical effect sprinklers might have had on the fire
had they been installed prior to the incident. There is no questioning that sprinklers and other
active fire control systems are valuable tools. There is also no questioning, however, that
nothing contains and retards fire more effectively than

materials that simply do not burn. Non-combustible
materials, unlike sprinklers and smoke detectors, do not
require functioning water and power systems to be
effective.

What we propose is more widespread use of
balanced design in achieving fire safety. Balanced design
joins the forces of active systems, such as sprinklers, and
the passive restraint of non-combustible materials. While

B 34 the VMA has a specific interest in promoting masonry,
The non-combustible masonry stairwells and other non-combustible materials may be used to achieve
concrete first floor are all that remained after the balanced dESign. Such dESign provides the greatest

enormous blaze that engulfed the rest of the assurance that life and property will be preserved in the
VCU dormitory on March 26th. event of fire

Balanced design exists, works, and is required under current codes for certain types of
buildings. Hospitals, nursing homes and jails, for example, require such design. Dormitories
and assisted living facilities do not. We believe that they should, and we will work hard to see
that they do.
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Masonry is the finest building material in the world.

Yet, knowing who you are working with is important. Why not work with
a company who has made a significant commitment to improve industry
practices and education? Thanks to our quality membership, VMA has

become the largest all-masonry association in the state.

If the name of a particular contractor, distributor, manufacturer or supplier does not appear here,
please contact the VMA headquarters at (804) 377-2080. It may be that they have been qualified for
VMA membership since this letter was published. Thank you very much.

A.H. Harris & Sons
1200 West Marshall Street
Richmond, Virginia 23220
(804) 3587191

Allied Concrete Products, LLC
1231 Willis Road

Richmond, Virginia 23237

(804) 2797520

Associated Scaffolding Company, Inc.
5424 Jefferson Davis Highway

Richmond, Virginia 23234

(804) 2759810

Bat Masonry Company, Inc.
22473 Timberlake Road

Lynchburg, Virginia 24502

(434) 2399235

Boschen Masonry, Inc.
P.O.BoxC

Ashland, Virginia 23005
(804) 7981385

C & T Masonry

7503 Wentworth Avenue
Richmond, Virginia 23228
(804) 2662615

Capital Masonry Corporation
2305 La Crosse Street

Richmond, Virginia 23223

(804) 649-7636

Carter Machinery Company, Inc.
8362 Richfood Road

Mechanicsville, Virginia 23116

(804) 7301810

Essroc Cement Corporation
3856 Randall Drive

Chester, Virginia 23831

(804) 9318673

Hanson Pipe & Products, Inc.
2900 Terminal Avenue

Richmond, Virginia 23234

(804) 2302430

Hughes Supply, Inc.
1223 School Street
Richmond, Virginia 23220
(804) 7802302

James C. Pemberton Corporation
P.O. Box 206

Sandston, Virginia 23150

(737-7780

Lawrenceville Brick & Tile Corp.
P.O. Box 45

Lawrenceville, Virginia 23868

(434) 8483151

Lehigh Cement Company
8791 Hampton Boulevard
Norfolk, Virginia 23505

(800) 544-7156

Luck Stone Corporation
19 Plaza Drive

Manakin-Sabot, Virginia 23103
(804) 70855406

Madison & Phaup Masonry Inc.
2711 Kinvan Road

Richmond, Virginia 23231

(804) 7952632

Masonomics, Inc.
1501 Willis Road
Richmond, Virginia 23237
(804) 7140095

Mid-Atlantic Scaffold, Inc.
1144-8th Fairway Drive
Huddleston, Virginia 24104

(800) 8995947

Mowles Masonry, Inc.
1704 Arlington Road
Richmond, Virginia 23230
(804) 3533355

Phoenix Masonry, Inc.
10606 Courthouse Road
Fredericksburg, Virginia 22407
(540) 7107550

Pre-Mix Industries
3014 Wiltonshire Drive
Richmond, Virginia 23233
(804) 3604834

Riverside Brick & Supply Co., Inc.
1900 Roseneath Road

Richmond, Virginia 23230

(804) 3536681

Roanoke Cement Company
1332 Priority Lane

Chesapeake, Virginia 23324

(757) 6922115

Safway Services, Inc.
2013 Loumour Avenue
Richmond, Virginia 23230
(804) 3556523

Sanders Saws, Inc.
2249 Brittany Lane
Richmond, Virginia 23139
(804) 598-7347

Seaboard Concrete Products Co.
P.O. Box 24001

Richmond, Virginia 23224

(804) 2750802

Shade & Wise Brick Company, Inc.
2010 Dabney Road

Richmond, Virginia 23230

(804) 355-2886

Solite Corporation
P.O. Box K28

Richmond, Virginia 23228
(804) 6738635

Southern Brick Contractors, Inc.
P.O. Box 6543

Richmond, Virginia 23230

(804) 355-7826

SunBelt Equipment Rental & Sales
1312 Claremont Avenue

Richmond, Virginia 23227

(804) 4009083

Superior Masonry
P.O. Box 2668

Glen Allen, Virginia 23060
(804) 7524800

Valley Supply and Equipment Co. Inc.
2416 Lanier Road

Rockville, Virginia 23146

(804) 7498006

Willis Masonry, Inc
18394 Taylors Creek Road
Montpelier, Virginia 23192
(804) 883-7905




