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If Money Was No Object 

 Sometimes you have to take a very close look at the building materials available today to 
realize what is right in front of you. 

 If money was no object, what building material would we rush to spec as often as possible?  
To help decide, let’s establish 10 difficult hurdles for the ideal building material to clear. 

 1. Color—It has to be available in essentially any color.  We must have the entire  
  palette before us. 

 2. Shape—In a word, the shape should be infinite.  The manufacturers and installers 
  should be able to make what we see in our mind’s eye a reality! 

 3. Texture—It has to be whatever we want.  Smooth as glass.  Rough as sandpaper.  
  And everything in between! 

 4. Fireproof—This hurdle will probably separate the men from the boys.  Many  
  building materials stretch the standards by being labeled as being fire-resistant.   
  That’s not good enough.  We’re talking fire-proof! 

 5. Structural—It has to go far beyond veneer.  It must be loadbearing...as well as fire-
  proof, multi-textured, multi-shaped and multi-colored. 

 6. Durable—Wouldn’t it be something if our “money was no object” building material 
  lasted one hundred years?  Or better yet, lasted one thousand years? 

 7. Insulation—We want a perfect insulator.  Interior spaces would be cool in summer 
  and warm in winter.  That’s a tough hurdle to clear but this is just a hypothetical  
  exercise...right? 

 8. Availability—When we need it...it has to be there.  We know what it’s like to have to 
  wait six months for something to be manufactured and delivered from Europe.  We 
  want it locally-made and locally-installed. 

 9. Popularity—Once we find the perfect material, we don’t want to do a song-and- 
  dance to persuade the owners and their customers.  They have to like it and be happy 
  that we selected it. 

 10. Family resemblance—Will this material fit into the community?  Will it be  
  harmonious with commercial and residential?  Will it blend in? 

 Sometimes the answers you seek are right in front of you!   



     Masonry is the finest building material in the world.     Masonry is the finest building material in the world.  

     Yet, knowing who you are working with is important.  Why not work with      Yet, knowing who you are working with is important.  Why not work with 
a company who has made a significant commitment to improve industry a company who has made a significant commitment to improve industry 
practices and education?  Thanks to our quality membership, VMA has practices and education?  Thanks to our quality membership, VMA has 
become the largest allbecome the largest all--masonry association in the state.masonry association in the state.  

     If the name of a particular contractor, distributor, manufacturer or supplier does not appear here,      If the name of a particular contractor, distributor, manufacturer or supplier does not appear here, 
please contact the VMA headquarters at (804) 377please contact the VMA headquarters at (804) 377--2080.  It may be that they have been qualified for 2080.  It may be that they have been qualified for 
VMA membership since this letter was published.  Thank you very much.VMA membership since this letter was published.  Thank you very much.  

A.H. Harris & Sons 
1200 West Marshall Street 
Richmond, Virginia  23220 
(804) 358-7191 
 

Allied Concrete Products, LLC 
1231 Willis Road 
Richmond, Virginia  23237 
(804) 279-7520 
 

Associated Scaffolding Company, Inc. 
5424 Jefferson Davis Highway 
Richmond, Virginia  23234 
(804) 275-9810 
 

Bat Masonry Company, Inc. 
22473 Timberlake Road 
Lynchburg, Virginia  24502 
(434) 239-9235 
 

Boschen Masonry, Inc. 
P.O. Box C 
Ashland, Virginia  23005 
(804) 798-1385 
 

C & T Masonry 
7503 Wentworth Avenue 
Richmond, Virginia  23228 
(804) 266-2615 
 

Capital Masonry Corporation 
2305 La Crosse Street 
Richmond, Virginia  23223 
(804) 649-7636 
 

Carter Machinery Company, Inc. 
8362 Richfood Road 
Mechanicsville, Virginia  23116 
(804) 730-1810 
 

Essroc Cement Corporation 
3856 Randall Drive 
Chester, Virginia  23831 
(804) 931-8673 
 

Hanson Pipe & Products, Inc. 
2900 Terminal Avenue 
Richmond, Virginia  23234 
(804) 230-2430 
 

Hughes Supply, Inc. 
1223 School Street 
Richmond, Virginia  23220 
(804) 780-2302 
 
 

James C. Pemberton Corporation 
P.O. Box 206 
Sandston, Virginia  23150 
(737-7780 
 

Lawrenceville Brick & Tile Corp. 
P.O. Box 45 
Lawrenceville, Virginia  23868 
(434) 848-3151 
 

Lehigh Cement Company 
8791 Hampton Boulevard 
Norfolk, Virginia  23505 
(800) 544-7156 
 

Luck Stone Corporation 
19 Plaza Drive 
Manakin-Sabot, Virginia  23103 
(804) 708-5406 
 

Madison & Phaup Masonry Inc. 
2711 Kinvan Road 
Richmond, Virginia  23231 
(804) 795-2632 
 

Masonomics, Inc. 
1501 Willis Road 
Richmond, Virginia  23237 
(804) 714-0095 
 

Mid-Atlantic Scaffold, Inc. 
1144-8th Fairway Drive 
Huddleston, Virginia  24104 
(800) 899-5947 
 

Mowles Masonry, Inc. 
1704 Arlington Road 
Richmond, Virginia  23230 
(804) 353-3355 
 

Phoenix Masonry, Inc. 
10606 Courthouse Road 
Fredericksburg, Virginia  22407 
(540) 710-7550 
 

Pre-Mix Industries 
3014 Wiltonshire Drive 
Richmond, Virginia  23233 
(804) 360-4834 
 

Riverside Brick & Supply Co., Inc. 
1900 Roseneath Road 
Richmond, Virginia  23230 
(804) 353-6681 
 

Roanoke Cement Company 
1332 Priority Lane 
Chesapeake, Virginia  23324 
(757) 692-2115 
 

Safway Services, Inc. 
2013 Loumour Avenue 
Richmond, Virginia  23230 
(804) 355-6523 
 

Sanders Saws, Inc. 
2249 Brittany Lane 
Richmond, Virginia  23139 
(804) 598-7347 
 

Seaboard Concrete Products Co. 
P.O. Box 24001 
Richmond, Virginia  23224 
(804) 275-0802 
 

Shade & Wise Brick Company, Inc. 
2010 Dabney Road 
Richmond, Virginia  23230 
(804) 355-2886 
 

Solite Corporation 
P.O. Box K-28 
Richmond, Virginia  23228 
(804) 673-8635 
 

Southern Brick Contractors, Inc. 
P.O. Box 6543 
Richmond, Virginia  23230 
(804) 355-7826 
 

SunBelt Equipment Rental & Sales 
1312 Claremont Avenue 
Richmond, Virginia  23227 
(804) 400-9083 
 

Superior Masonry 
P.O. Box 2668 
Glen Allen, Virginia  23060 
(804) 752-4800 
 

Willis Masonry, Inc 
18394 Taylors Creek Road 
Montpelier, Virginia  23192 
(804) 883-7905 


